
Greetings from the New York Studio School!  

It has been a busy year so far at the School, and we are 

pleased to send out our first School Newsletter of 2010.  We 

are delighted to update our friends and supporters on the 

School and its activities, and to acknowledge accomplishments 

of our community of exceptional students, alumni, faculty and 

staff. 

We encourage you also to check out our website: www.nyss.org 

for detailed and updated information on all School-related 

matters.  Photo credit Dan Gerdes 
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Programs and Classes 

The new year kicked off to an energetic start with our Spring Marathons. Painting and draw-

ing marathons were taught by Dean Graham Nickson, Ron Shuebrook visiting from Toronto and 

Carole Robb, while William Tucker with Lee Tribe collaborated on a sculpture marathon explor-

ing the concept of public monuments for New York. Those familiar with the School’s two-week 

marathon will not be surprised to learn that students responded to the challenges of this inten-

sive two-week program to come out with a newly energized approach to daily studio practice.  

The  2010 Summer Session is has been finalized and is now posted on the website: http://

nyss.webfactional.com/programs-courses/summer-session/ 

 Some new additions to an already exciting program include a landscape painting course in the 

Reeves-Reed Arboretum out in Summit, NJ with Susanna Coffey; an abstraction based one-week 

marathon with Andrea Belag and a critical studies course taught by David Cohen; which will 

involve going about the city to discuss some of NYC’s finest treasures.   

Our MFA and Certificate Programs in Painting, Drawing and Sculpture continue to 

grow and thrive. Seminars and ateliers have been led this year by Garth Evans, Bruce Gagnier, 

Bill Jensen with Margrit Lewczuk, Graham Nickson with Elisa Jensen, Carole Robb and Karen 

Wilkin. The School’s dedication to working from perception is furthered in the classes of Ron 

Milewicz, Ophrah Shemesh, Joe Santore, John Lees and Lee Tribe, as well as through our Eve-

ning and Saturday classes with Jock Ireland, Michael Meehan and Clintel Steed. Aimée Brown 

Price, who taught in the fall semester, Bruce Gagnier and David Cohen continue the lunch-hour 

lecture tradition with weekly talks covering topics from French painting and sculpture of the 

nineteenth century to analysis of the latest Chelsea shows. 

The MFA Thesis Exhibition is an upcoming highlight in the School calendar. The building-wide 

show transforms the workspaces and lecture halls familiar from the rest of year into a spectacu-

lar showcase for new art.  

The 2010 Thesis Exhibition opens Wednesday, May 12th. Opening reception, 6:00pm to 

9:00pm. 
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whose show ran through March 13, 

played stenciled red figures against 

muted earth toned impasto, and 

like Stair evokes Renaissance tradi-

tion without resorting to histori-

cism.  Currently on view in the gal-

lery is Dorothea Rockburne: Astron-

omy Drawings , shared with Whea-

ton College, Mass., up until May 1. 

The remaining shows of this gallery 

season include Rebecca Smith: Tape 

and Steel , focusing on new steel 

linear reliefs and a wall drawing in 

tape from June 3 to July 17 and 

participation in the School-wide 

presentation of the 2010 MFA The-

sis Exhibition.   

By David Cohen  

The year started with an extension 

of Pat Steir’s wall drawing, Self-

Portrait: Reprise 1987 -2009,  an 

ambitious installation that involved 

a group of students in its making.  

The gallery walls were stained a 

deep blue over which drawings by 

Dürer and other old masters were 

traced in chalk.  A relatively serene 

show followed by London-based Ital-

ian painter Lino Mannocci, though 

there were striking points  of affin-

ity between the two.  Mannocci, 

Our 2010 Spring Evening Lecture 

season got off to a somewhat 

snowy start, causing Svetlana 

Alpers’ inaugural lecture, Ve-

lazquez is in the Details , to be re-

scheduled for the close of the sea-

son. Other highlights of the sea-

son included William Kentridge 

who spoke to a packed house 

about his production of 

Shostakovich's, the Nose, an 

enlightening panel discussion on 

the work of Jack Tworkov , a 

lively presentation by David Car-

rier and Joachim Pissarro, and talks 

by Terry Winters and Kenneth 

Baker among many others. Details 

at: www.nyss.org/ lectures/spring. 

2010/.  Preparation and planning is 

already underway for the Fall 2010 

season. 

Our public lectures continue to 

serve as an important forum for 

emerging and established artists, 

critics and writers. It is also a 

chance for the wider NYC commu-

nity to enjoy the spirited exchange 

of ideas central to the School’s pro-

gram and history! 

Our sincerest thanks go out to 

the honorees, artists, trustees, 

donors and all the guests who 

helped make this event so 

memorable. We are already 

planning next Fall’s event. Stay 

tuned for updates!   

 

By Betsy Davidson Pickering  

Last year’s New York Studio 

School Annual Benefit honoring 

Thomas Nozkowski, Martin 

Puryear and Calvin Tomkins was 

a great success, raising almost 

20% of the Schools annual budget, 

in spite of a difficult economy.  

Gallery Highlights 

Evening Lecture Series News 

Development News 
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A view of Pat Steir’s installation 

Darcy Merante and Charlotte Priddle enjoy the 

Benefit. Photo:  Tanya Braganti 



We are very proud to say that cur-

rent MFA Sculpture student Des 

Smith was awarded the Dedalus 

Foundation Grant 

Glen Hutcheson, the 2009 Hohen-

berg Travel Award recipient, re-

cently had a Lobby exhibition of 

work inspired by his European 

travels, and gave a lunch-hour talk 

to students about his experience. 

Aimeé Brown-Priceõs two-volume 

work Pierre Puvis de Chavannes: 

vol. I The Artist and his Art; and 

vol. II A Catalogue Raisonné of the 

Painted Work was published this 

year by Yale University Press. 

Three of the School’s faculty mem-

bers, Carole Robb, Stanley 

Lewis, and John Lees, were re-

cently inducted as academicians to 

the National Academy. 

Staffers Jeffrey Hoffeld and 

David Cohen were elected Fellows 

of the New York Institute for the 

Humanities at NYU. Other fellows 

include Chuck Close, Salman Rush-

die and Robert Storr. 

Charles Cajori, one of the School’s 

early founding faculty members, 

received a lifetime achievement 

award from the American Academy 

of Arts and Letters for his work. 

John Newman was recently 

awarded a Joan Mitchell Founda-

tion Award, as well as a Louis-

Comfort Tiffany Award. 

A Retrospective of Mercedes Mat-

terõs work took place at Baruch 

College late last year, and travelled 

to Frederick R. Weisman Museum 

of Art at Pepperdine University  in 

Malibu. 

Denise Bibro Fine Art, inc. recently 

featured three New York Studio 

School faculty -  Carole Robb, Lee 

Tribe and Stanley Lewis -  in 

their exhibition Chautauqua: A 

Continuum of Creativity . NYSS 

Alum Dan Abramsõ and current 

student Rochelle Goldbergõs 

work was also featured. 

Bill Jensen had a solo show in 

December 19th at the Texas Gallery 

in Houston, and also had a solo 

show that recently closed on March 

27th at Cheim and Read.

(Continued on back page) 

That great indomitable spirit of 

our long-time supporter and 

trustee has passed on. Gerta 

Connor, granddaughter of 

Gertrude Vanderbilt Whitney, 

who passed away on December 

13th , 2009 was loved and ap-

preciated for all her help at the 

School.  

A poetic painter and illustrator, 

she was a vibrant presence we 

will all truly miss. 

In Memoriam ñ Carl Plansky  

NYSS Community News and Updates 

In Memoriam ñ Gerta Connor  

of the Studio School where he fre-

quently taught, Carl was a deeply 

beloved figure with an infectious 

love of life, art and opera. He was a 

painter of marked lyricism and pas-

sionate sensuality. Thanks to the 

legendary paints he manufactured 

at Williamsburg Artist Materials, 

the company he founded, many fel-

low practitioners remain in his 

debt.  

It was with 

great sad-

ness that 

the School 

marked the 

death of 

Carl 

Plansky on 

October 

10th, 2009. 

An alumnus 
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Gerta Conner, “Asbury Park, Off Season” (1980), 

oil on canvas.  

Carl is the complete package, 

A trusted and intimate friend, 

A compassionate mentor and 

teacher, 

The walking bible of fine art material 

and techniques, 

An artist who believed deeply in the 

endless possibilities of art, 

And a fantastic painter.  

-Bill Jensen 



The New York Studio School is committed to giving a significant education to 

the young aspiring artist that  can last a lifetime. We aim to reveal appropriate 

questions about drawing, painting and sculpture, rather than give facile answers. 

Students are encouraged to work hard and think rigorously until it becomes a 

natural trait. They learn to construct their own ethical and philosophical frame-

work for their life’s work. 

The graduating Certificate or MFA student leaves the School with a fine under-

standing of the language of art; an enlarged imagination stirred by an estab-

lished work ethic, and an increased desire and channeled ambition to be an 

artist for years to come.  

The New York Studio School is a place where the power of images is still 

searched for; the philosophy of drawing still present, and the quest for tangible 

form still engaged. We believe in the strength of art and its ability to change 

one’s life.  

New York Studio School of Drawing, Painting & Sculpture 

8 West 8th Street 

New York, NY 10011 

 

Need a transcript? Visit the website at www.nyss.org/transcripts 
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Garth Evans recently had work in 

a four person exhibition at SPEK-

TRE, a new gallery in Brooklyn. He 

participated in a discussion on his 

work earlier in February at APEX-

ART in Soho and will be speaking 

and judging a student exhibition at 

Knox College later this semester. 

Elisa Jensenõs work will be fea-

tured at The Invitational Exhibi-

tion of Contemporary American Art 

taking place at the National Acad-

emy, February 17- June 8, where 

she received the National Academy 

Prize for Painting. 

Bruce Gagnier currently has a 

solo exhibition of his work on view 

at Lori Bookstein Fine Art until 

May 1st. 

Lee Tribeõs exhibition òIron, 

forged, tempered & quenched” is 

currently up at the  Houston Center 

for Contemporary Craft, until May 

Graham Nicksonõs work was re-

cently shown at the Albright Knox 

Museum in Buffalo, as part of the 

In Good Company, Figurative 

Drawings from the Collection  a 

show featuring the works of Pi-

casso, Robert Longo and others. 

Eric Holzmanõs work was recently 

featured as part of a two-person 

show  at Sideshow Gallery, in 

Brooklyn. 

In the Spring 2009 Joe Santore 

was in the 184th Annual Exhibition 

of Contemporary American Art at 

the National Academy of Design, he 

was awarded the I.G. Nelson Paint-

ing Prize and the Joseph S. Isidor 

Gold Metal for Painting. He re-

cently had a solo show at Lohin 

Geduld Gallery and his work was 

included in March exhibition at the 

American Academy and Institute of 

Arts and Letters. 

16th. His work was also featured in 

It's a wonderful 10 th at Sideshow 

Gallery in Brooklyn. 

Karen Wilkin is the overall editor 

of a new series on Anthony Caro, 

and author of the volume Anthony 

Caro:  Interior and Exterior 

(London:  Lund Humphries, 2010) 

which deals with Caro's volumetric 

and architecturally-inspired works.   

Carole Robbõs work will be fea-

tured at SPEKTRE gallery later in 

the Spring, and she was  a visiting 

critic at the Vermont Studio Center 

in April. 

NYSS Community News and Updates (conõt) 

Phone: 212-673-6466 

Fax: 212-777-0996 

E-mail: info@nyss.org 

The New York Studio School is a private not-for-profit institution. 

Support the School  

http://www.nyss.org/support 

To donate to the Schoolôs 
programs, scholarship fund, 

building or library fund please go 
to the Schoolôs website 

Join our Alumni Association!  
NYSS is pleased to announce its offi-

cial Alumni Association, co-chaired by Liliana 

Perez and Paige Pedri.   

Former Studio School students are encour-

aged to contact alumni@nyss.org for details 

and to register. Please include your first and 

last name, address, telephone and email 

along with dates of study in your message.  

http://us.mc576.mail.yahoo.com/mc/compose?to=alumni@nyss.org

